Spelling Bee
MAESA SCHOLARS FAIR
Friday April 27, 2017

GUIDELINES
Contact:

Jessica North Macie jnorthmacie@cathedral.org
Katherine F. Murphy maesaschools@gmail.com

Number of Participants:

Two (2) participants and one (1) alternate per age group

Age Groups:

Grades 4-6 & Grades 7-8

Judging:

Grades 4-6: 10:00 - 11:30 am

Grades 7-8: 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Trophies will be presented to the top three places in each age group.

RULES AND PROCEDURES
1. The spell-off for finalists will be an oral competition with elimination on a “miss and out” basis in the
traditional spelling bee manner.
2. ONE PRACTICE ROUND will be held for all spellers, which does NOT count in the competition.
3. Words used in the finals will be selected from Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, 2002
Edition.
4. Words will be pronounced according to the diacritical markings in Webster’s Third New International
Dictionary, from which the pronouncer will read the definition or definitions that he/she gives. With the
approval of the judges, he/she may give a fuller explanation of the meaning of the word to supplement
the dictionary definition quoted.
5. Each school’s winner should be chosen early enough so that a student can review the study word lists
provided.
6. In competition, after the pronouncer gives the contestant the word, the contestant will pronounce the
word before spelling it and again after spelling it.
7. The contestant may request the pronouncer to re-pronounce the word, define it, or use it in a sentence.
The pronouncer will grant the request a limit of two (2) times during the competition.
8. Having started a word, a contestant may stop and start over, retracing from the beginning, but in the
retracing there can be no change of letters and their sequence from those first pronounced. If letters and
their sequence are changed in the respelling, the contestant will be disqualified.
9. Upon missing the spelling of a word, the contestant immediately drops out of the contest. The next word
on the pronouncer’s list is given to the next contestant. All spellers eliminated in the same round are tied
for the same place.
10. When the contestants are reduced to two (2), the elimination procedure changes. At that point when one
contestant misspells a word, the other contestant will be given the opportunity to spell that same word. If
the second contestant spells that word correctly plus the next word on the pronouncer’s list correctly, that
contestant will be declared the winner.
11. If one of the last two spellers misses and the other, after correctly spelling the missed word, misspells the
new word, then the misspelled new word will be referred to the first speller. If the first speller then

succeeds in correcting the error and correctly spells the next word on the pronouncer’s list, then he/she
will be declared the winner.
12. If both spellers misspell the same word, both will continue in the contest and the one who first misspelled
the word will be given a new word to spell. The contest will then continue under rules 9 and 10.
13. Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, 2002 Edition will serve as the final authority for the
spelling of words.
14. Any questions relating to the spelling of a word should be referred to the judges immediately. No protest
will be entertained after the word has been given to another speller. When only two spellers remain, a
protest must be made immediately, that is before the second speller has started to spell the word given to
him/her.
15. The judges’ decision will be final on all questions.

